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MERGE 2014

“The best things to do in 
London, celebrate Bankside 
during Merge Festival” 
The Telegraph

Introduction
Building on the success of 2011, 2012 and 2013, MERGE 2014 
will form unique collaborations between artists and performers. 

“If you’re in London, 
I recommend checking out 
Merge Festival – really excellent 
array of events” 
Piers Morgan, Host, 
Piers Morgan Tonight, CNN

MERGE is an annual arts, music and 
performance festival. It creates experimental 
partnerships between artists and 
performers, placing them in unusual venues 
and situations that draw on Bankside’s rich 
heritage, local identity and contemporary 
culture. 

Through a series of exhibitions, 
performances, events and happenings, 
MERGE brings art, music and theatre to 
the community and millions of visitors 
every year. It expands creative practice, 
showcasing emerging talent alongside 
established artists in the creation of 
collaborative site specific artworks. Working 
in close partnership with Bankside’s local 
community from the outset, the festival 
reaches a large scale, diverse audience.

MERGE is created by art production 
company, Illuminate Productions and Better 
Bankside, which promotes Bankside as a 
place to work, live and do business. It is 
supported by Tate Modern. “In the space of little over a decade Bankside has been transformed 

into one of the most amazing places in London, the UK and 
internationally, to live, work and visit, offering as it does a unique 
cultural, business, residential and visitor experience. We are 
immensely proud that these artists are giving their time to help us 
celebrate that success through the MERGE festival.”

Donald Hyslop, Chairman of Better Bankside and Head of Partnerships at Tate Galleries

House of Pain, Borough High Street, 2013 by Marcus Lyall and Mark Logue 
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watch video

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
http://mergefestival.co.uk/#videos


For more www.illuminateproductions.co.uk/drift08/media/default.aspx

04 05

To date, MERGE media campaigns have reached UK and 
international audiences of over 900 million, the festival has 
been extensively featured in a broad and diverse range of high 
profile media including:

Media coverage

“You probably won’t 
believe your eyes” 
ITV

“Art to turn your 
world upside 
down”
MSNnews

MERGE 2014

Miner on the Moon by Alex Chinneck 

TV and Radio
• BBC London
• Radio 4
• Radio 6
• Smooth FM
• ResonanceFM 
• Euromaxx TV

National Print 
• The Times
• The Daily Telegraph
• The Daily Mail
• The Evening Standard
• Metro
• The Guardian
• The Sunday Times Magazine
• NME 
• Critics Choice in Time Out
• Critics Choice in 

The Financial Times
• Critics Choice in 

The Independent

For more details please visit mergefestival.co.uk/media

“The annual 
Merge event in 
London offers 
something a 
little off-piste, 
celebrating 
the history 
and culture of 
Bankside”
TheQuietus.com

Online and 
Broadcast Media 
• BBC online
• ITV.com
• America on Line
• Dailymail.co.uk
• Thecreatorsproject.vice.com
• TheDailyTelegraph.co.uk
• The Guardian.com
• TheIndependent.co.uk
• Metro.co.uk
• NMEOnline
• TimeOut.co.uk
• News.uk.msn.com
• Canada.com
• Dezeen.com 
• Designboom.com

Blogs and Social Media  
• Facebook
• Twitter inc Piers Morgan
• Youtube
• Flickr
• Instagram
• TheArtsHub 
• Tiredoflondontiredoflife.com
• Artrabbit.com
• Blog.visitlondon.com
• MSN Travel

watch video

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
http://mergefestival.co.uk/#miner-on-the-moon


Building on the success of 2011 – 2013 MERGE 2014 will 
feature a diverse set of exhibitions and events, bringing 
together artists and performers for collaborations in unique 
historical locations.

Our most ambitious 
project to date

Musical Happenings 2013

Air raid shelter beneath Hopton’s Almshouses

We have successfully secured a strong 
network of highly experienced artists, 
partners, collaborators, supporters and 
followers - our reputation and status is 
growing.

As a non-profit organisation MERGE 
aims to connect with local audiences and 
Bankside’s community. The 2014 festival 
will include a range of engagement 
activities linked to the programme. 
Through collaborative projects 
MERGE 2014 will bring music, art and 
performance to a large diverse audience.
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MERGE 2014

Alongside newly commissioned site-
specific works, 2014 will see the return 
of popular events. The Riverside Stage 
will be promoting and nurturing original 
talent outside Tate Modern. Bankside 
Transformed will see site-specific 
artworks enrich disused sites around 
Bankside and Musical Happenings, 
in collaboration with music magazine 
NME, will showcase a series of intimate 
musical happenings by high-profile and 
emerging bands, in unexpected places 
and hidden historical spaces around 
Bankside. 

Key highlights of 2014 will include: 

“Merge Festival breathes life into London’s Bankside by 
encouraging artists and performers to draw on the area’s 
heritage and to stage events within the area’s borders”
The Telegraph

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk


An upside down 
rotating windmill 
by Alex Chinneck  

In the first half of the 18th Century the 
Thames Bank between Lambeth and 
Southwark was littered with windmills that 
serviced the majority of South London.

A classic British windmill will be modified 
to create an illusion of architectural scale. 
One of its four timber sails will be fixed to 
the ground so that they no longer turn and 
instead the entire building rotates. Uniting 
the heritage of English architecture with 
contemporary British sculpture, engineering, 
industry and construction, this unique cultural 
event celebrates the brilliant ambition, vision 
and potential of these fields. 

MERGE 2014
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Solenoid
by Peter William Holden 

An interactive movement 
and sound work

British visual artist Peter William Holden 
combines art and music with science via 
robotic engineering. 

In the interactive installation SoleNoid, tap 
dancing shoes spring to life in a symphony 
of rhythms and taps activated by a 
member of the public at the control panel. 
Adventurous spectators can reinvent the 
piece, as the 16 switches at their disposal, 
trigger short sequences of sound and 
movement to create a new composition.

“My ambitions are always 
beyond my means, so I am 
extremely grateful that 
sponsors help to make 
projects possible and 
come to life”  
Alex Chinneck

watch video

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://peter-william-holden.com/data/video/solenoid.mp4


Our records 
so far...
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MERGE 2013 Statistics
2013 saw 21 million recorded visits to 
Bankside, with 2.5 million of these in 
September 2013. 

Media
A broad and diverse range of high profile 
coverage across national and international 
media, with circulation reaching over 
900 million to date.  

Exclusive Private Launch
The VIP launch of MERGE is held in a new 
and unique location each year.  In 2012 the 
launch was held in the Tanks at Tate Modern, 
to great success. It featured live music from 
Toy and award winning  Palma Violets, 
chosen by music magazine NME.

Participation
All of MERGE’s events were fully booked 
and exhibitions had thousands of visitors. 
Interactive opportunities such as Six Robots 
Named Paul and Never Records were fully 
booked on the day they were released. 

MERGE 2014

Award winning Parma Violets playing at Merge launch in Tate Tanks, 2012

Behind NME Lines private view 2012

“Excellent! So many 
memories, so proud to 
have been a small part as a 

subscriber, keep going” 

Helen (Behind NME 
Lines exhibition)

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
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MERGE is a forward-thinking, non-
profit festival run by passionate people. 
It presents the work of established, 
emerging and accessible artists and 
performers to a diverse audience in 
unusual and intriguing environments 
- sparking interest, discussion and 
enthusiasm for contemporary art and 
culture. MERGE opens up London’s lost 

buildings, enabling artists to work in 
unusual and challenging contexts, whilst 
giving the public the opportunity to enjoy 
the history of the building. Past pieces 
include site-specific work in an air raid 
shelter, The Welsh Chapel, an unused 
Trustee Boardroom in Borough Market 
and on IPC Media’s roof top.

MARCUS LYALL & MARK LOGUE – 
HOUSE OF PAIN:  Artists Marcus Lyall and 
Mark Logue made a site-specific work 
for a disused dentist building.  The public 
were invited to have a cathartic scream 
inside the building, the unique qualities 
of their vocal outpourings generated 
lights that reverberated throughout the 
building, both inside and out.

JAMES CAPPER AND THE KIRKALDY 
MUSEUM: Merging art and science, 
award winning artist Capper created 
new sculptures using a Victorian, water 
powered Hydraulic Testing Machine in the 
Kirkaldy Museum.

Past highlights include:

MERGE 2014

Making contemporary art and music freely available to 
the public is at the core of everything we do.

House of Pain, Borough High Street, 2013 
by Marcus Lyall and Mark Logue 

James Capper at The Kirkaldy Testing Museum, Southwark Street, 2013

watch video

“Fantastic! So much 
fun! Creative and cool. 
Different to everything 
else. Very London” 
Kirsty, visitor to The House 

of Pain

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
http://mergefestival.co.uk/#videos
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MERGE 2014

Past highlights continued:

SIX ROBOTS SKETCHING PORTRAITS: 
Patrick Tresset’s internationally-acclaimed 
artist robots sketched sitters in a site-
specific artist’s studio.

ALEX CHINNECK – MINER ON THE 
MOON: Alex Chinneck created a large 
scale site-specific work for a disused 
building on Blackfriars Road. The façade 
was turned upside down in a celebration 
of the history and life of a building that is 
due for demolition.

CANDY CHANG – BEFORE I DIE: 
Candy Chang’s Before I Die interactive 
installations became a strong focal point 
for people passing when they were 
encouraged to write their thoughts and 
ambitions on giant blackboards.

6 Robots Named Paul by Patrick Tresset, 2012

watch video
“This year’s Merge festival spreads 
its brush far and wide in a month-
long programme of arts and music 
events – not least Patrick Tresset’s 
marvelous Six Robots (all named 
Paul) who will be sketching 
portraits at Bankside.” 

The Independant

Before I die, Flat Iron Square and Borough High Street, 2013

Miner on the Moon by Alex Chinneck 

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
http://mergefestival.co.uk/artists/6-robots-named-paul-by-patrick-tresset.html
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Past highlights continued:

MUSIC BY THE RIVER: The outdoor 
Riverside Stage on the walkway by 
Millennium Bridge hosted live bands in a 
series of gigs showcasing original song 
writing and musical talent every weekend 
throughout the festival.

JAMIE REID, PEACE IS TOUGH: Jamie 
Reid chose MERGE to exhibit his largest 
single presentation to date of works 
associated with the punk legends, some 
of which have never been seen before. 

ARTURO VEGA, THE RAMONES (NEVER 
RECORDS AND OTHERS): Arturo Vega, 
the legendary designer behind  The 
Ramones’ iconic logo, album covers 
and stage designs, delivered a talk and 
slideshow at Tate Modern about his time 
as part of the cult band’s inner circle. 

Peace is Tough exhibition by Jamie Reid, The Bear Pit, 2011

“What an amazing 
experience, cool space 
and for free” 
Andrew Ellis, visitor to 

Jamie Reid exhibition 

Arturo Vega talk Tate Modern 2011 

Department of unreliable memoirs by Stillpoint theatre, River walkway outside Tate Modern, 2013

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123 MERGE 2014

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
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Past highlights continued:

JIMMY CAUTY: Screenings of Believe the 
Magic, a film by Jimmy Cauty, formerly 
of stadium house pioneers, The KLF. 
This short film was shot at locations in 
Bankside and New York and featured pop 
icon Deborah Harry. 

HIP-HOP SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
WITH MOBO-AWARD WINNING HIP HOP 
ARTIST AKALA DALEY: MERGE’s artists-
in-residence, gave live performances on 
the riverside stage and The Bear Pit. Akala 
also hosted workshops in lyric writing 
and performing in a local youth centre.

BANKSIDE TRANSFORMED: Artists 
Fiona Banner, Heather and Ivan Morison, 
SheOne and Andy Harper celebrated the 
continuing regeneration of Bankside by 
converting hoardings and walls around 
building sites into public works of art. 

The Riverside stage, 2013 6 Robots Named Paul by Patrick Tresset, 2012

Believe The Magic by Jimmy Cauty premier in Tate Modern 2012

Akala, Ty and the Hip Hop Shakespeare Company at the Bear Pit, 2011

 “Thanks for a superb 
night; lovely audience, 
great performances, 
awesome poetry and 
musicianship. We 
learnt loads about 
Shakespeare, Thank-
you!”  

Judith talking about the 
Hip Hop Shakespeare 
event

TEARDOWNLOVE by SheOne, Borough Market

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123 MERGE 2014

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
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MERGE 2014

“This is a wonderful, unusual space and exhibition”  
Rob (Jamie Reid exhibition)

The Exquisite Corpse Will Drink The Young Wine – Snoopy Vs The Red 
Baron – Fiona Banner collaboration in The Welsh Chapel, 2012

Erin K recording at Never Records 2011 Behind NME Lines exhibition by NME, NEO Bankside 2012

TED RIEDERER, NEVER RECORDS: 
Described as “a love letter to the dying 
concept of the record store” by The Wall 
Street Journal, NEVER RECORDS was an 
art installation in the guise of a record 
store, an accompanying label and an on-
line music library. Using specialist vinyl-
cutting turntable at one end of the ‘store’, 
Ted recorded musicians and performers 
on the spot before giving them freshly 
pressed 12-inch records.

NME: The Bankside-based music bible 
celebrated its sixtieth year with Behind 
NME Lines, a photography exhibition of 
its most iconic and controversial covers.

FIONA BANNER: In association with Viv 
Albertine, Steve Beresford and a male 
voice choir, Fiona Banner, one of the UK’s 
most highly regarded artists, presented 
a new musical re-arrangement of the hit 
pop song, Snoopy Vs The Red Baron. 

Past highlights continued:

“I made a record in 
Never Records last 
week and I still can’t 
stop smiling, it was my 
dream come true” 

Doug Shaw, visitor to 
Never Records, 2011 

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk
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Tate Modern

Borough 
Market

Southwark
Cathedral

The Shard

London
Bridge

Millennium
Bridge

St Paul’s 
Cathedral

Love-Love by Julien Berthier, DRIFT, Canary Wharf,  2008
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About Bankside / organisers  

About Bankside / Better Bankside
visitbankside.com / betterbankside.co.uk

Situated on the south side of the River 
Thames in the London borough of 
Southwark, Bankside has been transformed, 
in a relatively short period of time, into one 
of the most popular cultural and business 
locations in the world.  With a skyline 
dominated by the former Bankside Power 
Station, which now houses Tate Modern, the 
district has become a significant business 
and tourist destination, attracting millions 
of visitors throughout the year. Playing host 
to iconic international crowd-pullers such as 
Shakespeare’s Globe and Borough Market, 
Bankside’s great feat of planning has been 
to join up individual attractions to make one 
exciting coherent destination. Bankside is 
also called home by thousands of residents 
in long-established neighbourhoods, 
many of whom have lived here for several 
generations. They reside alongside 
new residents attracted by the district’s 
continuing regeneration. 

BETTER BANKSIDE exists to make Bankside 
a better place to work, live and visit. It 
aims to improve the quality of the area 
and enhance the competitiveness of its 
businesses. It is a company owned, funded 
and led by employers in the Bankside area 
of London. 

Illuminate Productions
illuminateproductions.co.uk

Illuminate Productions is a not-for-profit 
organisation that presents contemporary art 
in unusual, yet accessible, environments. It 
stages shows in buildings of geographical 
or historical importance, as well as 
public outdoor spaces. Emerging and 
established artists are challenged to work in 
groundbreaking contexts so their work may 
be brought to community and international 
audiences. ILLUMINATE PRODUCTIONS 
takes contemporary art out of gallery-
type situations and into the public domain 
where everyone may enjoy it. Educational 
programmes run alongside exhibitions to 
provide people with a unique opportunity to 
become involved in exploring contemporary 
art and culture, as well as creating their own 
artworks. Previous exhibitions and events 
staged to international acclaim include 
MERGE (2013), MERGE (2012), Bit.Fall by 
Julius Popp in the Olympic park (2012) 
MERGE (2011), DRIFT10 (2010), DRIFT08 
(2008), THE VISITORS (2007), EXIT (2007), 
CORE (2006), FLUX (2005), and Illuminate 
(2004). 

MERGE 2014

“Wonderfully engaging, Arts 
commissioning at its best.” ”  
Jane, visitor to the James 
Capper Exhibition

 

For more information please visit mergefestival.co.uk or call Caroline Jones on 07720 061 123

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk


“In the magazine’s 60th year, it was crucial that we programmed a 
series of exciting events that would appeal to young and old. We 
were offered the chance to work with Merge who were a pleasure 
to deal with, their team provided the vital skills, that put on a great 
event with us which exceeded all expectations. We will definitely 
be calling on them again!” 

Tim Pearson, Managing Director Graphite Media, 
Formerly Head of Marketing NME at IPC Media

18TH SEPTEMBER – 19TH OCTOBER 2014     MERGEFESTIVAL.CO.UK

“The events were a great success 
for us and created a good deal of 
footfall to the development.  They 
also created good press coverage 
- which was over several weeks.  
We found working with Illuminate 
a very pleasurable experience 
and one that we would definitely 
repeat.” 

Alex Crabtree, PR Executive

“The coolest arts festivals 
on the calendar” 

Red Bull

“I love the conjunction of 
engineering and art. Having 
the chance of talking to 
James Capper was a bonus” 

Erik, visitor to the James 
Capper Exhibition

To get involved with Merge Festival call Caroline Jones on 020 7357 9003  or 07720 061 123 

http://www.mergefestival.co.uk

